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WEATHERWATCH
�

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.15 HRS)

Forecast for Friday: Dense fog likely at isolated places over 

Himachal Pradesh
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ................... —......28.4...... 13.2 Kozhikode ....................... —......34.2...... 24.0

Ahmedabad............. —......30.2...... 18.6 Kurnool ........................... —......33.6...... 19.4

Aizawl ...................... —......28.0...... 11.4 Lucknow.......................... —......23.9........ 9.5

Allahabad ................ —......24.0...... 10.4 Madurai ........................... —......32.0...... 23.1

Bengaluru................ —......29.8...... 15.7 Mangaluru....................... —......34.0...... 21.3

Bhopal ..................... —......25.4...... 13.0 Mumbai ........................... —......35.1...... 20.5

Bhubaneswar .......... —......31.7...... 14.5 Mysuru............................. —......31.4...... 16.0

Chandigarh.............. —......23.1........ 7.2 New Delhi........................ —......23.9...... 10.2

Chennai ................... —......31.1...... 21.0 Patna............................... —......24.8...... 14.1

Coimbatore ............. —......31.2...... 20.0 Port Blair ......................... —......31.0...... 25.8

Dehradun................. —......25.9........ 9.0 Puducherry ..................... —......29.7...... 20.6

Gangtok ................... —......18.6........ 7.5 Pune ................................ —......32.2...... 18.5

Goa........................... —......35.4...... 22.5 Raipur.............................. —......30.7...... 18.4

Guwahati ................. —......28.5...... 14.5 Ranchi ............................. —......26.2...... 13.0

Hubballi ................... —......31.0...... 16.0 Shillong ........................... —......18.4........ 8.0

Hyderabad............... —......29.0...... 18.6 Shimla ............................. —......17.4........ 6.0

Imphal ..................... —......24.9........ 8.6 Srinagar........................... —......11.2....... -0.4

Jaipur ...................... —......25.1...... 12.2 Thiruvananthapuram .......... —......34.7...... 23.2

Kochi........................ —......31.4...... 24.2 Tiruchi ............................. —......29.1...... 21.4

Kohima .................... —......18.7........ 8.8 Vijayawada...................... —......30.6...... 19.7

Kolkata .................... —......28.0...... 15.8 Visakhapatnam................ —......31.0...... 20.7

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Ballabgarh,

Haryana recorded an

overall air quality index

(AQI) score of 302

indicating an unhealthy

level of pollution. In

contrast, Shillong,

Meghalaya recorded a

healthy AQI score of 26

Ahmedabad ..... .81 ..70 34 ..... 72 ...160 ......*

Bengaluru ........ ...6 ..31 17 ... 150 ...122 ......*

Chennai............ ...9 ..13 51 ..... 75 ....96 ......*

Delhi ................. .11 220 47 ... 278 ...208 ......*

Hyderabad ....... ...5 ..10 61 ... 134 ...137 ......*

Kolkata............. .10 138 40 ... 205 ...184 ......*

Lucknow........... ...9 ..52 70 ... 114 ...155 ......*

Mumbai ............ .28 ..84 19 ... 112 ...155 ......*

Pune ................. ..— ..73 38 ... 251 ...184 ......*

Visakhapatnam ...6 ..52 19 ... 160 ...143 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

T
he Kerala Assembly
on Thursday
passed a resolution

demanding that the Union
government restore the
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Gua-
rantee Scheme
(MGNREGS) framework by
withdrawing the Viksit
Bharat – Guarantee for Roz-
gar and Ajeevika Mission
(Gramin) (VB–G RAM G).

“VB-G RAM G entails
severe �nancial burden on
the States. With its intro-
duction, the rights-based
approach that was the es-
sence of the existing
(MGNREG) scheme has

vanished,” said the resolu-
tion presented by Minister
for Local Self-Government
M.B. Rajesh. Under the
new system, it falls upon
the States to provide un-
employment wages and
compensation for delayed

payment of wages, it said.
While the Centre retains

the power to decide the
share of the States, the lat-
ter are held fully responsi-
ble for the additional bur-
dens arising from the
scheme, the resolution

said. Under VB-G RAM G,
the Centre would set a
‘normative allocation,’
40% of which would be
borne by the States. The
complete responsibility of
all working days beyond
this allocation has to be
borne by the States. It is es-
timated that Kerala would
incur an additional burden
of ₹3,500 crore on account
of this new condition, the
resolution said.  

The resolution was
passed amid Opposition
protests in the House over
the Sabarimala gold theft
issue. 

In Kerala, 40.45 lakh fa-
milies are part of the
MGNREGS, the resolution
said.

Kerala Assembly resolution
seeks MGNREGS restoration

The resolution passed by Kerala Assembly on Thursday says that

the VB–G RAM G places a major financial burden on the States.

The resolution states that the rights-based approach of the MGNREGS has vanished under the

new VB-G RAM G; the State will also have to incur an additional burden of ₹3,500 crore

The Hindu Bureau

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Andhra Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister N. Chandrababu Nai-
du has launched a sharp
political and moral o�en-
sive against the YSR Con-
gress Party (YSRCP) over
the alleged adulteration of
the Tirumala laddu prasa-
dam, terming it a “grave
betrayal of devotees’ faith”
and asserting that no inves-
tigative agency has given a
clean chit to the previous
regime. 

Declaring zero tolerance

on matters linked to reli-
gious sanctity, the Chief
Minister warned that inti-
midation, misinformation,
or political pressure would
not deter the government
from �xing accountability. 

Addressing the media
after a meeting of National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
leaderson Thursday, Mr.
Naidu announced the con-
stitution of a one-man
committee to examine the
�ndings of the investigative
agencies, and �x
accountability.

The sanctity of the pra-

sadam was compromised
during the YSRCP’s tenure,
he said. 

Mr. Naidu alleged that a
2022 warning by the Cen-

tral Food Technological
Research Institute regard-
ing possible adulteration of
ghee used in laddu prepa-
ration was deliberately
suppressed by the pre-
vious government, allow-
ing the malpractice to con-
tinue unchecked. 

“The State government
has decided to constitute a
one-man committee to ex-
amine all reports, identify
lapses, �x responsibility,
and recommend further
action, including legal fol-
low-up if required,” he
said.

Laddu ‘adulteration’ case: A.P. govt. sets
up one-man panel to ‘�x accountability’ 
G.V.R. Subba Rao

VIJAYAWADA

N. Chandrababu Naidu 

The State government re-
constituted the Kerala
Waqf Board on Wednesday
leaving the two posts re-
served for non-Muslims va-
cant and bringing on board
representatives of political-
ly signi�cant Muslim sects.

The Communist Party of
India (Marxist)-led Left De-
mocratic Front govern-
ment also retained its con-
�dant, M.K. Sakkeer, as the
chairperson of the com-
mittee, which was recon-
stituted after the recent
enactment of the Uni�ed
Waqf Management, Empo-
werment, E�ciency and
Development Act.

The non-Muslims are to
be brought on board in the
category reserved for a
person who has profes-
sional experience in busi-
ness management, social
work, �nance or revenue,
agriculture and develop-
ment activities and a per-
son who is a member of
the Bar Council. The go-
vernment has indicated in
the noti�cation that nomi-
nations to the the posts will
be made shortly.

The State government
reportedly chose to leave
the posts reserved for non-
Muslims vacant to signal
that it is not in a hurry to
implement the provisions
of the Act that was sti�y
opposed by Muslim organi-
sations. The decision is be-
ing viewed as an attempt
by the government to keep
the minority communities
in good humour, ahead of
the Assembly polls.

Kerala leaves
two posts of
non-Muslims
vacant on
Waqf Board 

K.S. Sudhi

KOCHI

The Supreme Court has re-
fused to intervene in a Te-
langana High Court judg-
ment which set aside the
free-of-cost allotment of
land to the International
Arbitration & Mediation
Centre (IAMC), an institu-
tion whose deed was auth-
ored by then Chief Justice
of India in 2021. 

A Bench of Justices Di-
pankar Datta agreed with
the High Court that gratui-
tous distribution of natural
resources was both “un-
sustainable and contrary
to the procedure”.

Dismissing the special
leave petitions �led by the
IAMC against the High
Court decision of June
2025, the Supreme Court
simply said in a short order
“we are not inclined to in-
terfere with the impugned
judgment(s) and order(s)
of the High Court”.

The Telangana govern-
ment had argued in the
High Court that the IAMC
was a public charitable
trust created to promote
institutional arbitration in
India.

Public trust

“Matters involving allot-
ment and distribution of
state largesse cannot be
done free of cost. Govern-
ments shall ensure that
they are adequately com-
pensated for parting with
natural resources vested in
them and held by them in
public trust,” a Division
Bench of the High Court
had concluded.

SC upholds
Telangana HC
decision
against free
land to IAMC 

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

Stung by criticism over the
continuing pollution of the
Pampa river, the Travan-
core Devaswom Board
(TDB) is gearing up for a
crackdown on the practice
of pilgrims discarding

clothes in the river.
The campaign will be

rolled out in April across all
south Indian States using a
multi-pronged strategy in-
volving press conferences,
social media blitzes, new-
spaper and TV coverage,
and FM radio alerts. 

The details of the cam-

(Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Act, 1974, which
carries imprisonment of
up to six years depending
on the severity of the pol-
lution. Since then, the High
Court has flagged the issue,
although no e�ective ac-
tion had been taken by
TDB until now.

ological stakes are even
higher because of the riv-
er’s proximity to the Peri-
yar Tiger Reserve.

In 2015, a High Court Di-
vision Bench had declared
that throwing clothes into
waterbodies near the
shrine is a punishable of-
fence under the Water

thetic ones, into the Pam-
pa. “These garments re-
lease micro�bres, dyes,
and chemical residues.
Since the Pampa is the life-
line of at least two central
Kerala districts, this con-
tamination quickly enters
the food chain,” the o�cial
said. He added that the ec-

ing Sabarimala pilgrimage
guide, to be published in
�ve languages aiming to
put a stop to the ritual by
the next season.

An o�cial from the Ker-
ala State Pollution Control
Board highlighted the hid-
den dangers of dumping
clothes, particularly syn-

TDB president. While legal
action against violators has
been ruled out for now, the
board plans to deploy vo-
lunteers along the river-
banks alongside sanitation
sta� to ensure
enforcement.

The board will also high-
light the issue in its upcom-

paign will be �nalised at a
meeting on Friday, origi-
nally being convened to
evaluate the just-conclud-
ed pilgrimage season.

“We will do everything
to end this dangerous prac-
tice of dumping clothes, a
ritual that is not neces-
sary,” said K. Jayakumar,

TDB aims at tackling pollution in Pampa river ahead of next Sabarimala season
Hiran Unnikrishnan
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