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22,000 Americans
sought jobless benefits last week, pushing 
total claims to 231,000, highest in two months

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 29 19 SNY
Colombo 29 23 TDS
Dhaka 27 16 TDS
Dubai 26 22 SNY
Houston 30 23 TDS
Istanbul 33 21 SNY
London 12 8 SNY

Los Angeles  20  12 SNY
Melbourne  17   5 LC
Moscow  4   2 SNY
New York   2 -3 SNY
Singapore  27 25 TDS
Toronto -6  -8 SNY
Washington  3  -2 SNY

KYIV

THE United States and Russia 
agreed Thursday to reestablish 
high-level, military-to-military 
dialogue following a meeting be-
tween senior Russian and Amer-
ican military officials in Abu 
Dhabi, the US military in Europe 
said.

The agreement was reached 
following meetings between US 
General Alexus Grynkewich, 

who is the commander in Eu-
rope of  both US and NATO forc-
es, and senior Russian and 
Ukrainian military officials, the 
US European Command said in 
a statement. The channel “will 
provide a consistent military-to-
military contact as the parties 
continue to work towards a last-
ing peace,” the statement said. 

High-level military communi-
cation was suspended in 2021, as 
relations between Moscow and 

Washington grew increasingly 
strained ahead of  the full-scale 
Russian invasion of  Ukraine in 
February 2022.Grynkewich was 
in the UAE capital as US, Rus-
sian and Ukrainian officials held 
a second day of  talks on ending 
the Ukraine war, even as Mos-
cow stepped up attacks on 
Ukraine’s power grid. Russia ap-
pears to be trying to cut electric-
ity to civilians and sap public 
support, while fighting contin-

ues along the front line in the 
east and south. 

The military-to-military hot-
line’s resumption now aims to 
further help ease Ukraine war 
tensions and prevent Russian-
US military collisions. In March 
2023, the US said it downed an 
MQ-9 Reaper over the Black Sea 
after Russian jets dumped fuel 
on it and hit its propeller. Mos-
cow denied this, saying it crashed 
during a sharp manoeuvre. AP

At Abu Dhabi, US & Russia agree to 
restore high-level military dialogue
Decide to reestablish suspended hotline to prevent military incidents at talks on Ukraine

157 freed in first 
exchange of 
prisoners in months
KYIV: Ukraine and Russia 
have conducted their 
first prisoner exchange in 
months, each releasing 
at least 157 people, both 
countries said on 
Thursday, amid 
US-brokered talks in Abu 
Dhabi aimed at ending 
the war. The two sides 
have in the past 
conducted several 
rounds of prisoner 
swaps, one of the rare 
areas of direct 
cooperation between 
Ukraine and Russia amid 
the four-year war, but 
last month Kyiv accused 
Moscow of halting the 
exchanges.

LONDON

UK Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer, battling for his 
political future, apologised 
on Thursday to the victims 
of  Jeffrey Epstein for ap-
pointing disgraced Peter 
Mandelson, a friend of  the 
s e x  o f f e n d e r,  a s  U S 
ambassador.

Starmer, who also indi-
cated he would not resign 
over the scandal, issued 
the apology after being 
dogged for days by his deci-
sion to send veteran politi-
cian Mandelson to Wash-
ington last February 
despite his ties to Epstein.

The latest crisis to hit 
his struggling government, 
follows fresh allegations 
about the ex-envoy’s cosy 
ties to late sex offender Ep-
stein which emerged in 
newly-released files on last 
Friday. They have left many 

doubting Starmer’s judge-
ment and some  — includ-
ing within his ruling cen-
t r e - l e f t 
Labour party — question-
ing if  he can remain prime 
minister. “I am sorry,” an 
impassioned Starmer said, 
addressing his apology to 
Epstein victims who “have 
seen accountability de-
layed and too often denied 
to them”. “Sorry for what 
was done to you, sorry that 
so many people with power 

failed you, sorry for having 
believed Mandelson’s lies 
and appointed him,” he 
added, ahead of  delivering 
a speech on defending Brit-
ish values. Facing ques-
tions about whether he 
could remain in power, 
Starmer detailed his gov-
ernment’s priorities, before 
adding: “I intend to go on 
doing that vital work”.

Starmer fired former UK 
minister and EU trade 
commissioner Mandelson 
in September after only 
seven months as US am-
bassador, following an ear-
lier release of  files about 
Epstein.

Star mer reiterated 
Thursday Mandelson re-
peatedly lied to secure the 
Washington job and that 
he had not previously 
known about the “depth 
and darkness” of  his Ep-
stein friendship. AFP

UK Prime Minister Keir  Starmer |  AP

Keir Starmer under fire, says sorry to  
Epstein victims over Mandelson links 

JOHANNESBURG

CAMPAIGNERS, who organised a similar 
aid flotilla last year, described the upcom-
ing mission as the biggest civilian-led mo-
bilization against Israel’s actions in Gaza. 
They called on the international commu-
nity to prevent Israeli forces from inter-
cepting the operation.

The announcement was made at the Nel-
son Mandela Foundation in South Africa 
and speakers included Mandla Mandela, 
grandson of  the late former South African 
president. The United Nations said that 
hundreds of  thousands of  pallets of  hu-
manitarian supplies have been offloaded 
and collected at various crossings into 
Gaza since a fragile ceasefire was an-
nounced in October. But Israel has sus-
pended more than two dozen humanitari-
an organisations from operating in the 
Gaza Strip for failing to comply with new 

registration rules, and the territory’s pop-
ulation of  over 2 million Palestinians still 
face a humanitarian crisis.

Mandela was part of  the flotilla that em-
barked on a mission to Gaza last year and 
was detained along with other activists 
when their boat was intercepted by Israeli 
forces before they could reach Gaza shores. 
Over 1,000 activists including medical doc-
tors, war crimes investigators and engi-
neers will form part of  the new flotilla. It 
will be supported by a land convoy that is 
expected to attract thousands more activ-
ists across countries including Tunisia 
and Egypt. The boats are expected to sail 
from Spain, Tunisia and Italy toward Gaza. 
“This time around we expect hundreds and
thousands to sign up and to mobilize entry 
through Egypt, through Lebanon, through 
Jordan and every other border that is fea-
sible for us to get into occupied Palestine 
and to Gaza,” Mandela said.  AP

Campaigners launch new 
Gaza aid flotilla push

Name of Work
Approx. value 

of work
EMD

Formation of Approach Road (Ch 0+000 
- 0+745 ) including Construction of Minor 
Bridges, Culverts, Storm Water Drain 
from Km 55/4 of NH-44 to SIPCOT 
Industrial Park, Shoolagiri - Phase–II.

Rs.1814.00 
lakhs 

(including GST 
@18%)

Rs.9,20,000/-* 

* EMD shall be paid through eBG only (as per the list of banks attached 
in the Annexure-III)  
The tender schedule can be downloaded at free of cost from the website 
https://tntenders.gov.in   


