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The state government has ordered that SSLC toppers across Karnataka be given a cash prize 
instead of laptops. Rs 3.25 crore has been earmarked for the prize money, to be awarded to top 
three SSLC rank holders in each district. Each student will be paid Rs 50,000n and the amount 
will be deposited into their bank account, which has to be linked to the student’s Aadhaar card
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ED exposes Rs 20 crore 
scam at BMS Edu Trust
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @  B e n g a l u r u

THE Bengaluru Zonal Office of  the Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) on Wednesday provisionally attached 
a residential plot and two flats with a market value 
of  Rs 19.46 crore, belonging to the trustees of  BMS 
Educational Trust, in connection with bribery asso-
ciated with allocating seats at engineering colleges.

The Central agency initiated the investigation based 
on FIRs registered at the Malleswaram and Hanuman-
thanagar police stations regarding alleged irregulari-
ties in admissions to engineering courses through the 
Karnataka Examinations Authority (KEA). 

According to the ED, search op-
erations conducted on June 25 and 
26, 2025, revealed that unaccount-
ed amounts of  cash was being col-
lected for admissions to engineer-
ing courses in colleges controlled 
by the BMS Educational Trust.

The investigation also revealed 
that engineering seats in colleges run by the trust 
were sold by the college management through mid-
dlemen and agents. The cash was allegedly collected 
directly from students and through agents acting as 
educational consultants. The agency said the cash 
collected was not disclosed in the Trust’s accounts.

During the searches, the ED seized Rs 1.86 crore in 
cash from premises belonging to the trustees, man-
agement of  the BMS Educational Trust and agents. 

The seized pieces of  evidence also indicated the col-
lection of  unaccounted cash amounting to Rs 20.2 
crore from the sale of  seats in engineering colleges 
controlled by the trust.The evidence includes diary 
entries, WhatsApp chats and documents, which were 
later confirmed by the individuals involved, which in-
clude college staffers, management personnel and ad-
mission agents. The cash was allegedly used for the 
personal benefit of  the trustees of  the BMS Educa-
tional Trust, the ED said.
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ABHISHEK Mandal, Scientist, Re-
gional Honey Testing Lab, Indian 
Council of  Agricultural Research 
(ICAR)-Indian Institute of  Horti-
cultural Research (IIHR), Bengalu-
ru, told The New Sunday Express, 
“This (testing) is important as 
farmers spray honeycombs with 
pesticides to keep them safe from 
diseases. Once honey is brought 
under the scope of  National Ac-
creditation Board for Testing and 
Calibration Laboratories (NABL) 
certification, it is also tested for 
pesticide residues and the pre-
scribed 17 Food Safety and Stand-
ards Authority of  India (FSSAI) 
honey quality parameters to en-
sure better honey quality.”

Another senior scientist at the 
ICAR- IIHR honey testing centre 
said, “While the demand for honey 
is rising, analysis shows that most 

samples of  honey tested are not 
suited for consumption. There is a 
lot of  potential in southern India, 
but the number of  samples tested 
is less.” This means a large section 
of  consumers in southern states 
are vulnerable to the adverse 
health impacts of  consuming syn-
thetic, pesticides-ridden or adul-
terated honey.

Experts pointed out that untested 
honey can put one’s health at risk. 
Raw and untested honey can con-
tain natural toxins, like grayanoto-
xin – nicknamed “rhodotoxin” – 
which is a group of  potent 
neurotoxins found in plants, which 
can disrupt sodium channels in the 
body and cause low blood pressure, 
slow heart rate, dizziness and con-
fusion. This toxin causes poisoning, 
leading to a range of  effects from 
mild incapacitation to severe car-
diac issues, including heart block, 
which could be fatal. Unlike proc-

essed honey, raw honey can also 
contain pollen grains, which can be 
allergic to some consumers.

Experts confirmed that honey 
production from Large Area Mul-
tipurpose Societies (LAMPS) has 
gone up, particularly in South In-
dia, but the quality needs to be 
verified. An official from a LAMP 
Society in Karnataka said, “Since 
honey is procured by locals, most-
ly tribals, most samples are not 
tested, as testing is costly and time-
consuming and these people need 
quick money.”

Dr Prabhat Kumar, Horticulture 
Commissioner, Ministry of  Agri-
culture and Farmers Welfare, said 
enforcement to ensure good qual-
ity honey has increased, but aware-
ness among people too needs to go 
up. Major brands and certified 
companies send samples for test-
ing as they cannot risk their repu-
tation. But that is not the case with 

other samples available in the 
market. At present, as per the In-
dian Agricultural Research Insti-
tute (IARI) norms, testing for pes-
t i c i d e  r e s i d u e  a n d  o t h e r 
synthesisers is done once a fort-
night from select samples.

Officials in the ministry of  hor-
ticulture said that while Uttar 
Pradesh, Gujarat and Punjab lead 
in honey production, southern 
states too are catching up, but test-
ing needs to increase for the safety 
of  consumers.

As per the National Bee Board, 
14,859 beekeepers, 269 beekeeping 
and honey societies, 150 firms and 
206 companies are registered on the 
Madhukranti portal as of  October 
2025. Of  these, 658 are registered 
beekeepers from Karnataka with 
10,813 bee colonies. In 2024, India 
produced 1.4 lakh metric tonne of  
honey which increased to 1.5 lakh 
metric tonne in the year 2025.

Untested honey a health risk, say experts

Bengaluru: In a decade-old rare case 
of disproportionate assets (DA), in 
which the court’s assessment found 
the assets involved to exceed what 
was calculated by the investigating 
officer (IO), the Special Court for 
Lokayukta Cases sentenced on 
January 23 former joint commissioner 
of excise S Srinivasamurthy to three 
years of simple imprisonment and a 
fine of Rs 1.34 crore.   Judge Prakash 
Nayak said Srinivasamurthy 
possessed Rs 1.34 crore worth of DA, 
instead of Rs 1.22 crore calculated by 
the IO of Karnataka Lokayukta.  
Srinivasamurthy joined the excise 
department as a stenographer in 
1978 and retired as joint 
commissioner in 2017. The Lokayukta 
police registered the case against 
Srinivasamurthy in 2014 for allegedly 
possessing assets disproportionate 
to his known source of income during 
the period between 1978 and 2014. 
Judge Nayak said that according to 
the calculation made by the court 
based on the evidence on record, the 
assets plus expenditure of the 
accused and his family members 
during the period under investigation 
is Rs 3.59 crore, whereas the income 
of the accused and his family 
members during the same period is 
Rs 2.25 crore, and hence, the DA is 
Rs.1.34 crore.  ENS

EXCISE OFFICIAL GETS 
3-YEAR JAIL, RS 1.3CR 
FINE IN DA CASE


