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E X P R E S S  R E A D

DMK bloc secular only if  Congress part of it: MP 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Sivaganga 

MINORITIES will accept 
the DMK-led alliance 
only if  the Congress is 
a part of  it, and only 
then the alliance can 
be called a secular alli-
ance, Sivaganga MP 
Karti Chidambaram said on 
Friday.

Speaking to reporters, the 

MP said the Congress had lost 
several opportunities to form a 

coalition government in 
Tamil Nadu, and there-

fore the expectation of  
Congress cadre is not 
wrong this time.

To a query whether 
the Congress was still 

part of  the DMK-led alli-
ance, Karti Chidambaram 

said the question must be put to 
DMK leaders. 

“After DMK leader Kani-
mozhi held talks with our lead-
er Rahul Gandhi, the DMK is 
yet to form a committee for seat 
sharing and other talks. The 
DMK is delaying formation of  
the committee, but the Con-
gress has already formed one 
and is ready for talks. They 
must form the committee im-
mediately and start talks with 
Congress,” Karti Chidambar-
am said.

AIADMK man beheaded, 
juveniles among three held

Foundation 
for Mitsubishi 
plant laid in 
Sept 2023

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Madurai

AN AIADMK functionary was 
beheaded by a six- member gang 
in Samanatham allegedly due to 
a family dispute on Friday 
morning. Three per-
sons, including two 
juveniles, have been 
arrested.

According to Si-
laiman police, M Dha-
nasekarapandian ali-
as Senthil (35) was the 
union president of  AI-
ADMK youth and 
women’s wing in Sa-
manatham. Around 
5.30 am, he was attacked and be-
headed by the gang at his tea 
shop on Samanatham Nedungu-
lam Main Road. As news spread, 
speculation was rife on social 
media that Senthil was mur-
dered by the gang he questioned 
them for consuming alcohol and 

creating a ruckus near the shop. 
Later in the day, Superintendent 
of  Police B K Arvind told media 
persons that Senthil was not 
murdered due to the argument .
Further, he said that prelimi-
nary investigation revealed that 

he was killed due to a 
dispute allegedly over 
his wife’s extra-mari-
tal relationship. Sila-
man police shifted 
Senthil’s body to the 
Government Rajaji 
Hospital or post-mor-
tem examination.

Three persons have 
been arrested, and 
three special teams 

are formed to nab the other sus-
pects, he added.  Sources said 
two among the three arrested 
were juveniles.  The main sus-
pect Kutty Karthick, who is on 
the run, was allegedly in a rela-
tionship with Senthil’s wife 
Kaviya, sources added.

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

TWO memoranda of  un-
derstanding for this facil-
ity were signed in May 
2023 and January 2024. 
The CM had laid the 
foundation for the facili-
ty in September 2023. The 
release said the inaugu-
ration on Friday stands 
as a strong example of  
the state government’s 
sustained efforts to trans-
late the announced 
projects into operational 
reality. 

Mitsubishi Electric 
Corporation, headquar-
tered in Japan, possesses 
expertise in the manufac-
ture of  energy and elec-
tric systems, industrial 
automation, information 
and communication sys-
tems, home appliances, 
and electrical and elec-
tronic equipment. Mit-
subishi Electric India 
Private Limited is a sub-
s i d i a r y  o f  t h i s 
corporation.

Ministers T R B Rajaa 
and S M Nasar, Masafumi 
Ando, Group President, 
Mitsubishi Electric Cor-
poration; Toshimitsu Ito, 
Chief  Representative, 
Asia Pacific Region, Mit-
subishi Electric Asia Pri-
vate Limited; Atsushi Ta-
kase, Managing Director, 
Mitsubishi Electric In-
dia; Toru Iwakami, Gen-
eral Manager, Shizuoka 
Works, Mitsubishi Elec-
tric Corporation; Toru 
Onoda, Director and 
Business Head, Living 
Environment Division, 
Mitsubishi Electric In-
dia; Muneo Takahashi, 
Consul General of  Japan, 
we r e  a m o n g  t h o s e 
present at the event.

PLAYING WITH FIRE 
Artistes from Kannur perform a folk dance with fire as part of the International Folk Festival, 

organised by Kerala Folklore Academy under the Cultural Department, at  
Police Maidanam-Thycaud, Thiruvananthapuram, on Friday |  VINCENT PULICKAL

23 kg ganja seized 
at Chennai airport
Chennai: The Air 
Intelligence Unit (AIU) of 
th Customs seized 23 kg 
high-grade hydroponic 
ganja worth `23 crore at 
the Chennai international 
airport and arrested six 
youths from Kerala for 
allegedly smuggling the 
contraband from Thailand 
in two separate flights. 

The victim

S U C H I T R A  K A L Y A N  M O H A N T Y 
@ New Delhi

The Supreme Court served a 
three-week ultimatum to the 
Telangana Assembly speaker, 
Gaddam Prasad Kumar, on the 
adjudication of  disqualifica-
tion pleas against 10 BRS MLAs, 
who had defected to the ruling 
Congress, warning of  initiat-
ing contempt action if  he fails 
to decide on the issue.

A bench of  Justices Sanjay 
Karol and A G Masih passed 
the order while hearing a con-
tempt plea by the MLAs. 

Justice Karol told senior ad-
vocate Abhishek Singhvi, ap-
pearing for the speaker, “We 
request you not to make reels 
out of  it. This is what is hap-
pening. Do not do it. What is 
happening is, it is a new indus-
try.”  Singhvi said the decision 
has been taken in one case, 
while the speaker is on the 
verge of  taking a call in two 
other cases. The counsel repre-
senting the petitioners said the 

speaker had sought time earlier 
as well and only a single meet-
ing has so far been held by him 
in this regard. 

Justice Karol said at the pre-
vious hearing, the speaker had 
sought three weeks, but the 
court had granted him two 
weeks to see if  there was any 
development.

“We expect the speaker to 
positively take a decision, fail-

ing which we shall proceed to 
issue contempt,” the bench 
said.Earlier on January 16, the 
top court had asked the Telan-
gana speaker to appraise it in 
two weeks the status of  the ad-
judication case of  the disquali-
fication pleas against the BRS 
MLAs. It had given two weeks 
to the speaker to file a status re-
port, indicating the steps taken 
for the adjudication of  the dis-
qualification pleas.

 On November 17, 2025, the 
top court had issued a contempt 
notice against him for not com-
plying with its direction to de-
cide disqualification pleas 
against the MLAs. 

On July 31 last year, the court 
had directed the speaker to de-
cide the matter in three months, 
terming the non-compliance of  
its earlier directions the “gross-
est kind of  contempt”, while is-
suing notices to the speaker 
and others on the pleas filed by 
BRS leaders K T Rama Rao, 
Padi Kaushik Reddy and K O 
Vivekanand.

Decide on MLA defections in 
3 weeks, T’gana speaker told  

Gaddam Prasad Kumar

ED has summoned Mollywood actor 
Jayaram for questioning in the Sabarimala 
gold “loss” case linked money laundering 
investigation, officials said on Friday

ED SUMMONS 
ACTOR 

Dalit boy flung into burning dump: Panel to probe 
P  S R I N I V A S A N  @ Tiruppur

THE State Commission for 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes has decided to investigate 
an incident in which a 13-year-
old SC student was flung into a 
burning garbage pit by two class-
mates at a government-aided 
school in Kunnathur in Tirup-
pur district last month.

Earlier it had requested the 
Tiruppur District Collector to 
submit a detailed report by Feb-
ruary 27. The Commission which 
quizzed the boy on Thursday 
found that students cleaned their 

classrooms and burned the gar-
bage every day and he was dis-
tressed over it.  

KS Kandasamy, Member Sec-
retary of  the Commission, in 
a letter to the Collector 
pointed out the services 
of  sanitation workers 
were unavailable at the 
school. The alleged inci-
dent happened on Janu-
ary 30 evening when the 
garbage was set on fire by 
students on the school premises. 
Two classmates allegedly pushed 
the boy down, held his hands 
and legs, and threw him into the 

burning garbage.
The boy sustained severe 

burns and is currently receiving 
treatment at a private hospital in 

Coimbatore. His parents had 
claimed that caste-based 

abuse led to the incident 
but the police claimed 
the students were play-
fully pushing one anoth-
er. In the course of  such 

play, two students held the 
injured boy by his hands and 

legs and swung him, during 
which he accidentally lost bal-
ance and fell into the burning 
garbage pit. Meanwhile, the 

school has issued a notice to a 
few teachers seeking an 
explanation.

A senior  education depart-
ment official said, “Since it is a 
government-aided school, the 
school correspondent has been 
instructed to take appropriate 
action and submit a report. 
Based on this, the school admin-
istration has issued notice to a 
few teachers seeking an 
explanation.”

Collector Manish Narnaware 
said, “We have sent our report to 
the Commission in this regard. 
Further steps are being taken.”

MADURAI CORPORATION
TENDER NOTIFICATION

Madurai Corporation invites bids from eligible contractors for the below mentioned works

Commissioner
Madurai CorporationDIPR / 791 / Tender / 2026

Name of Work
Tender Put Value 

Rs. (In Lakhs)
Incl. GST

Bid Submission 
Date

Bid Opening 
Date

E8 / EST No. 470 / 2025-2026 (NNT)
Construction of lifting station well and laying of 
sewage pumping main line from Thanathavam 
crematorium to ponmeni MPS in ward 68

Rs. 174.34
From

09.02.2026
To

23.02.2026
3.00 PM

23.02.2026
4.00 PM

E8 / EST No. 471 / 2025-26 (NNT)
Construction of Machine hole & sewer pipeline 
arrangements at Thanathavam main road in ward 68

Rs. 188.74

Other Details can be found at http://www.tntenders.gov.in Website 
Contact No:  0452-2540333

NELSON MANDELA

IT ALWAYS 
SEEMS 

IMPOSSIBLE 
UNTIL IT’S  

DONE 

CHANGE OF NAME
I, EZHIL ARASU PAJOUNUR, son 
of SAMBANNAN PAJOUNUR, Date 
of Birth 04.07.1959 and residing  
at No: 22, 1st Cross Street,  
Ganesh Nagar, Karaikal-609602, 
U.T.of Puducherry, India shall 
henceforth be called and known 
as EZHIL ARASU PAJANOR, son 
of SAMBANNAN PAJANOR for all 
the purposes.

No.6586/PW/EE/BRC/DB/DR-I/25-26 Puducherry, dt.06/02/2026

e-TENDERING NOTICE INVITING BID THROUGH RFP
On behalf of the President of India, Bids are invited for 1. N/W : “Appointment 
of Firm / Agency / Contractor for Consultancy Services for Preparation of 
Detailed Project Report (DPR) for (1) Construction of Cable stayed bridge 
at (a) Pondy Marina to Veerampattinam with formation of approach road, 
(b) Thengaithittu to Murungapakkam with formation of approach road,  
(2) Upgradation of existing alignment and formation of road between  
Uppalam Road to Ariyankuppam in Puducherry Region”. Bid Security : 
Rs.6,00,000/-,Period of Completion: 3 (Three) Months (Including Monsoon Period). 
Last time & date of submission of tender on (or) before 3.00 PM on 23.02.2026. 

For further details please refer the website www.pudutenders.gov.in  
from 10.00 AM on 07.02.2026.

EXECUTIVE ENGINEERNo.794/DIP/AD(PRESS)/2025-26

GOVERNMENT OF PUDUCHERRY 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

     KARAlKAL MUNICIPALITY
KARAlKAL

On behalf of the Karaikal Municipal Council, tenters are invited through e-Tendering by the Commissioner, Karaikal Municipality,  
Karaikal, for the following work from the eligible contractors/firms. Contractors other than those resistered with PWD, Puducherry 
should produce documentary evidence in support of their having satisfactorily completed three similar works each of 40% of estimate 
cost put to tender two works each of 60% of estimate cost put to tender or one work of 80% of estimate cost put to tender in the last  
Seven years ending previous day of last date of submission of tenders. (Similar work means execution of  “Civil Work / Road work”. The 
value of executed works shall be brought to current costing level by enhancing the actual value of work at simple rate of 7% per annum;  
calculated from the date of completion to last date of receipt of application for tenders. The contractor after purchasing the valid ikey 
and Digital Signature Certificate can only be able to download tha Press Notice, Notice inviting Tender and other related documents and 
upload the bid document online by verifying the Tender number assigned for each work from www.pudutenders.gov.in

 No. 11/ KM/ES/D4/Tender/2025-26                                                                         Karaikal the : 06.02.2026
TENDER NOTICE FOR e-Tender

The EMD and Tender cost (as noted in column 5 & 7 of the table of Tender Notice) are to be remitted in online mode only .
Please contact e-Procurement cell e-tender help desk for guidance in Phone No. 0413-2220225 & 1800 233 7315 (Toll Free) on working 

days, Mail ID support-eproc.py@supportgov.in.
Future details may access website : https://pudutenders.gov.in. COMMISSIONER

KARAIKAL MUNICIPALITYNo.364/DiP/KKL/ADVT/2026

(i) Availability of NIT, BOQ and remittance of EMD from Sl. No. 1 to 6 From 5.00 PM On 11.02.2026

(ii) Closing Date & Time for submission of e-Tender To 11.00 AM On 17.02.2026

(iii) Date & Time of opening of e-tenders. at 11.30 AM On 17.02.2026


